
The River Avon Trail extends for thirty miles following the River Avon 
from Pill in the west to Dundas Aqueduct in the East. The River Avon Trail 
provides the walker with an excellent opportunity to explore the Avon 
Valley. Two options for walks of differing length are given, both provide 
an opportunity to explore sections of the River Avon rich in industrial 
archaeology. Leading straight back to Bristol City Centre the first option 
is from Willsbridge Mill, whilst a shorter route is suggested starting just 
to the south of Conham. Further walks are possible along other sections 
of the Trail, exploring the spectacular Avon Gorge, open countryside and 
the splendid Georgian City of Bath. The route of the River Avon Trail is 
marked on the Ordnance Survey Explorer 155 map. 
(Please note that the name of the route has changed to the River Avon Trail 

from the Avon Walkway. The name will be changed on the O.S. map next time it 

is updated).

Maps: 

Explorer 155 Bristol & Bath
1:25 000 scale

Landranger 172 Bristol & Bath
1:50 000 scale

Grid Ref: (Willsbridge Mill) ST 666 707
(Conham) ST 638 718

PUBLIC TRANSPORT INFORMATION
River Avon Trail from Willsbridge Mill 
The most frequent service to Willsbridge Mill is the number 45 to Park Estate. Leave the bus about 50m before the 
Willsbridge Mill car park on Long Beach Road. Ask the driver if you are unsure of its location. The service runs from 
the city centre Mondays to Saturdays, every 20 minutes. On Sundays and Bank Holidays the 45 service operates 
hourly along the same route.

On Mondays to Saturdays the 332 Bristol to Bath service runs hourly from Bristol Bus Station. On Sundays and Bank 
Holidays the 632 service operates along the same route at two hourly intervals. Leave the bus at the Queens Head at
the bottom of Willsbridge Hill; again ask the driver if you are unsure of its location.

River Avon Trail from Conham
Take the number 44 Park Estate service from St Augustines Parade in the city centre and get off the bus along 
Memorial Road near Hanham, at the Memorial Close bus stop opposite Kings Drive. Opposite Kings Drive take the 
public footpath between the houses and walk down into the Avon Valley to join the River Avon Trail footpath. Turn 
right and follow the Trail into the city centre. The 44 service runs every half hour Mondays to Saturday whilst the 44A 
service runs hourly along the same route on Sundays.

PUBLIC HOUSES/CAFES EN ROUTE
The Queen's Head 0117 932 2233
The Chequer's Inn 0117 967 4242
Lock and Weir  0117 967 3793 
Beese's Tea Garden 0117 977 7412
Bristol City Centre various pubs and cafes

CREDITS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Industrial Archaeology of the Avon Valley - Bristol Industrial Archaeology Society. 

River Avon Trail - Willsbridge Mill 
to City Centre or Conham to City Centre 

Distance:      8 or 5 miles

Time: 31/2 or 2 hours

GRADE: Easy/Moderate 2 / 3

PUBLIC TOILETS 
Conham River Park

25

Designed by Visual Technology. Bristol City Council. 0207/448BR



Vi
ct

oria
StFl

oa
tin

g
ha

rb
ou

r

C
as

tle
G

re
en

H
an

ha
m

M
ill

s
At

H
an

ha
m

M
ills

th
e

Ri
ve

rA
vo

n
sw

in
gs

ar
ou

nd
be

tw
ee

n
w

oo
de

d
ba

nk
s

w
he

re
a

lo
ck

al
lo

w
s

bo
at

s
to

pa
ss

th
e

m
ill

w
ei

r.
Th

is
is

th
e

lo
w

es
to

fs
ix

lo
ck

s
bu

ilt
be

tw
ee

n
Br

ist
ol

an
d

Ba
th

in
th

e
17

20
s

by
th

e
Av

on
N

av
ig

at
io

n
Co

m
pa

ny
.T

he
m

ill
w

ei
rs

ha
d

be
en

an
ob

st
ac

le
to

riv
er

tr
an

sp
or

tb
et

w
ee

n
th

e
tw

o
ci

tie
s

sin
ce

th
e

th
irt

ee
nt

h
ce

nt
ur

y.
A

gr
ou

p
of

ei
gh

te
en

th
-

ce
nt

ur
y

co
tta

ge
s

an
d

Th
e

Ch
eq

ue
rs

In
n

m
ak

e
an

at
tr

ac
tiv

e
riv

er
sid

e
sc

en
e.

C
on

ha
m

R
iv

er
Pa

rk
Pa

rt
s

of
Co

nh
am

Ri
ve

r
Pa

rk
lie

on
th

e
sit

e
of

a
fo

rm
er

se
w

ag
e

w
or

ks
;t

hi
s

w
as

bu
ilt

in
19

37
an

d
se

rv
ed

th
e

so
ut

he
rn

pa
rt

of
Ki

ng
sw

oo
d

un
til

19
68

.
O

th
er

ar
ea

s
of

th
e

pa
rk

be
lo

ng
ed

to
Co

nh
am

H
al

l,
w

hi
ch

w
as

de
m

ol
ish

ed
in

19
71

.T
he

H
al

lw
as

as
so

cia
te

d
w

ith
th

e
gr

ow
th

of
th

e
no

n-
co

nf
or

m
ist

m
ov

em
en

ti
n

th
e

se
ve

nt
ee

nt
h

ce
nt

ur
y.

Re
lig

io
us

pe
rs

ec
ut

io
n

fo
rc

ed
th

e
ea

rly
Ba

pt
ist

s
to

ho
ld

se
cr

et
m

ee
tin

gs
in

H
an

ha
m

W
oo

ds
an

d
in

16
80

-1
68

5,
w

he
n

al
lt

he
Br

ist
ol

ch
ap

el
s

w
er

e
cl

os
ed

,C
on

ha
m

H
al

lb
ec

am
e

a
ha

ve
n

fo
r

m
em

be
rs

of
th

ei
r

co
ng

re
ga

tio
ns

.

W
ill

sb
ri

dg
e

M
ill

W
ills

br
id

ge
M

ill
st

an
ds

on
th

e
an

ci
en

ts
ite

of
O

ld
la

nd
M

an
or

,r
ef

er
re

d
to

in
th

e
D

oo
m

sd
ay

Bo
ok

as
lyi

ng
de

ep
in

th
e

he
ar

to
fK

in
gs

w
oo

d
Fo

re
st

.I
n

17
90

Jo
hn

Pe
ar

sa
ll

ac
qu

ire
d

th
e

sit
e

an
d

er
ec

te
d

an
iro

n
ro

llin
g

m
ill

po
w

er
ed

by
la

rg
e

w
at

er
w

he
el

s.
In

th
e

18
00

©
s

th
e

m
ill

w
as

co
nv

er
te

d
in

to
a

co
rn

m
ill

w
hi

ch
op

er
at

ed
w

el
l

in
to

th
e

20
th

ce
nt

ur
y.

Th
e

bu
ild

in
g

is
bu

ilt
fro

m
lo

ca
lP

en
na

nt
sa

nd
st

on
e,

a
di

st
in

ct
ive

re
d

ro
ck

th
at

co
nt

ra
st

s
w

ith
th

e
lim

es
to

ne
an

d
ca

lc
ar

eo
us

m
ud

st
on

e
fo

un
d

in
m

uc
h

of
th

e
re

gi
on

.
Th

e
M

ill
w

as
re

no
va

te
d

by
th

e
Av

on
W

ild
lif

eT
ru

st
an

d
ha

s
an

im
pr

es
siv

e
he

rit
ag

e
sc

ul
pt

ur
e

tr
ai

l.I
t

is
no

w
a

ke
y

Fo
re

st
of

Av
on

G
at

ew
ay

sit
e

an
d

pr
ov

id
es

le
af

le
ts

de
sc

rib
in

g
ot

he
r

w
al

ks
an

d
na

tu
re

tr
ai

ls
,in

cl
ud

in
g

a
tr

ai
lt

ha
ti

s
w

he
el

ch
ai

r
ac

ce
ss

ib
le

.
Th

e
M

ill
is

op
en

to
th

e
pu

bl
ic

fo
r

sc
ho

ol
vis

its
an

d
sp

ec
ia

le
ve

nt
da

ys
.

A
42

0

A
40

44

A37
0

A37

Fo
llo

w
th

e
Ri

ve
rA

vo
n

Tr
ai

li
nt

o
th

e
ce

nt
re

of
Br

is
to

l,
pa

ss
in

g
cl

os
e

to
Te

m
pl

e
M

ea
ds

Ra
ilw

ay
St

at
io

n.

Te
m

pl
e

M
ea

ds
St

at
io

n
BR

IS
TO

L

To
tt

er
do

w
n

Fe
ed

er
R

oa
d

P
LA

C
E

S
A

N
D

FE
AT

U
R

E
S

O
F

IN
T

E
R

E
ST

11

Te
m

pl
e

M
ea

ds
St

at
io

n

Fo
ot

pa
th

at
St

Ph
ili

p©
s

G
re

en
way



N
et

ha
m

W
ill

sb
ri

dg
e

M
ill

A
4

A4320

A4174

A43
1

AvonRingRoad

Ferry
Rd

Fa
rm

R
oa

d

C
le

ev
e

W
oo

d

K
ey

ns
ha

m
H

am
s

Ba
th

R
d

A4175

R
iv

er
si

de
C

ot
ta

ge
s

Fr
om

W
ill

sb
rid

ge
M

ill
w

al
k

th
ro

ug
h

th
e

W
ild

lif
e

G
ar

de
n

to
th

e
Q

ue
en

's
H

ea
d

Pu
b.

Fo
llo

w
th

e
pa

th
do

w
ns

tr
ea

m
al

on
gs

id
e

th
e

Si
st

on
Br

oo
k

to
jo

in
th

e
Ri

ve
rA

vo
n

Tr
ai

l.

Lo
nd

on
de

rr
yW

ha
rf

w
as

th
e

en
d

of
a

br
an

ch
of

th
e

Av
on

an
d

G
lo

uc
es

te
rs

hi
re

Ra
ilw

ay
,

kn
ow

n
lo

ca
lly

as
th

e
'D

ra
m

w
ay

'.T
hi

s
w

as
a

ho
rs

e-
dr

aw
n

ra
ilw

ay
us

ed
fo

r
ca

rr
yi

ng
co

al
fr

om
co

lli
er

ie
s

ea
st

of
Br

is
to

lt
o

th
e

Ri
ve

rA
vo

n
fo

r
tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n

by
ba

rg
e.

Th
e

di
la

pi
da

te
d

st
ab

le
s

an
d

w
ei

gh
ho

us
e

st
ill

re
m

ai
n

an
d

th
e

ke
rb

of
th

e
w

ei
gh

br
id

ge
pi

t
an

d
st

on
e

sl
ee

pe
r

bl
oc

ks
ar

e
st

ill
vi

si
bl

e
on

th
e

w
ha

rf
.

H
an

ha
m

M
ill

s.
Al

th
ou

gh
th

e
br

as
s

m
ill

ha
s

di
sa

pp
ea

re
d

th
er

e
ar

e
go

od
ex

am
pl

es
of

ea
rly

in
du

st
ria

lh
ou

si
ng

ne
ar

by
,d

at
in

g
fr

om
th

e
ei

gh
te

en
th

ce
nt

ur
y.

Th
e

riv
er

si
de

co
tt

ag
es

ar
e

pr
ob

ab
ly

of
ei

gh
te

en
th

-c
en

tu
ry

or
ig

in
,b

ut
ha

ve
be

en
m

uc
h

al
te

re
d.

Th
e

ne
ar

by
th

re
e-

st
or

ey
ho

us
e

ha
s

a
da

te
st

on
e

in
sc

rib
ed

'J.
Co

uc
h

18
40

'a
nd

it
is

ad
or

ne
d

w
ith

M
as

on
ic

sy
m

bo
ls

.B
et

w
ee

n
18

19
an

d
18

39
Jo

hn
Co

uc
h'

s
H

an
ha

m
qu

ar
rie

s
pr

od
uc

ed
w

al
lin

g
st

on
e,

to
m

bs
to

ne
s

an
d

pa
vi

ng
sl

ab
s,

th
e

la
tt

er
be

in
g

su
pp

lie
d

to
cu

st
om

er
s

as
fa

r
af

ie
ld

as
Re

ad
in

g,
O

xf
or

d
an

d
W

or
ce

st
er

.

Ac
ro

ss
th

e
riv

er
th

e
im

pr
es

si
ve

st
on

e
br

id
ge

s
an

d
em

ba
nk

m
en

t
of

th
e

G
re

at
W

es
te

rn
Ra

ilw
ay

fla
nk

th
e

riv
er

.
I.

K
.B

ru
ne

lw
as

th
e

en
gi

ne
er

of
th

is
lin

e,
w

hi
ch

op
en

ed
in

18
40

an
d

is
th

e
m

ai
n

lin
e

to
Lo

nd
on

vi
a

Ba
th

.

H
an

ha
m

Co
lli

er
y

w
as

w
or

ke
d

fr
om

19
06

to
19

26
.T

he
sp

oi
lh

ea
p

is
st

ill
vi

si
bl

e
fr

om
th

e
to

w
pa

th
.T

he
st

on
e

w
ha

rf
w

he
re

th
e

co
al

w
as

lo
ad

ed
in

to
ba

rg
es

w
as

lin
ke

d
to

th
e

pi
t

by
an

in
cl

in
ed

tr
am

w
ay

.

At
Co

nh
am

,f
ro

m
th

e
si

te
of

an
ei

gh
te

en
th

ce
nt

ur
y

co
pp

er
w

or
ks

,
th

e
riv

er
ca

n
be

cr
os

se
d

to
Be

es
e'

sT
ea

G
ar

de
ns

.T
he

Te
a

G
ar

de
ns

ar
e

op
en

fr
om

Ea
st

er
to

Se
pt

em
be

r
an

d
th

e
ow

ne
rs

op
er

at
e

a
fe

rr
y

on
Sa

tu
rd

ay
s

an
d

Su
nd

ay
s.

Co
nh

am
Ri

ve
r

Pa
rk

is
a

pl
ea

sa
nt

pl
ac

e
to

re
la

x
w

ith
its

gr
as

sy
sl

op
es

an
d

pi
cn

ic
ar

ea
.T

he
pa

rk
co

nt
ai

ns
a

ric
h

va
rie

ty
of

w
ild

lif
e.

Cr
ew

s
H

ol
e

ha
s

w
itn

es
se

d
m

an
y

in
du

st
rie

s
in

cl
ud

in
g

co
pp

er
m

ak
in

g
(1

71
0

-9
6)

,l
ea

d
w

or
ki

ng
(1

8t
h

ce
nt

ur
y)

,b
ot

tle
gl

as
s

m
ak

in
g

(c
.1

76
3)

,p
ot

te
ry

m
ak

in
g

(1
81

2-
19

),
su

lp
hu

ric
ac

id
an

d
so

da
-a

sh
pr

od
uc

tio
n

(e
ar

ly
19

th
ce

nt
ur

y)
,c

oa
lm

in
in

g
(1

9t
h

ce
nt

ur
y)

an
d

ta
r

di
st

ill
at

io
n

(1
84

3-
19

81
).

Ri
ve

rA
vo

n

St
A

nn
e'

s
Pa

rk

C
re

w
's

H
ol

e

Ba
rt

on
H

ill

St
Ph

ili
p'

s
M

ar
sh

To
tt

er
do

w
n

N

©
C

ro
w

n
co

py
ri

gh
t.

A
ll

ri
gh

ts
re

se
rv

ed
.

Br
is

to
lC

ity
C

ou
nc

il.
10

00
23

40
6.

20
05

0m
50

0m
1k

m

K
ey

pu
bl

ic
ho

us
e

w
al

k
ro

ut
e

ot
he

r
pa

th
s

fie
ld

bo
un

da
ry

ro
ad

ra
ilw

ay
ur

ba
n

ar
ea

w
oo

dl
an

d
op

en
ar

ea

Th
e

sh
or

te
r

Co
nh

am
to

Ci
ty

Ce
nt

re
w

al
k

st
ar

ts
in

M
em

or
ia

lR
oa

d,
op

p.
K

in
gs

D
riv

e.

C
on

ha
m

R
iv

er
Pa

rk

H
an

ha
m

Lo
ck

W
ill

sb
ri

dg
e

Fe
ed

er
R

oa
d

A
lb

er
t

R
d

Ba
th

R
oa

d

C
on

ha
m

Tr
oo

pe
rs

H
ill

Ea
st

W
oo

d
H

en
cl

iff
W

oo
d

Mem oria
l Rd

Abb

ot
s Rd

H
an

ha
m

G
re

en

Af
te

r
cr

os
si

ng
th

e
ra

ilw
ay

tr
ac

k,
fo

llo
w

th
e

pa
th

th
ro

ug
h

Av
on

m
ea

ds
in

fr
on

t
of

th
e

sh
op

s,
re

jo
in

in
g

th
e

riv
er

pa
th

by
th

e
ro

un
da

bo
ut

.

A
vo

nm
ea

ds

Mon
arc

h's
W

ay

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

11

Th
e

W
ei

r
at

H
an

ha
m

Lo
ck

10

Fo
ot

pa
th

to
th

e
O

ld
Lo

ck
an

d
W

ei
r

In
n




